By Band of Heathens 

__________________________________

Thirty miles on the Gulf Stream
I hear the south wind moan
The bridges getting lower
Shrimp boats coming home

The old man down in the Quarter
Slowly turns his head
Takes a sip from his whiskey bottle
And this is what he said

I was born in the rain on the Pontchartrain
Underneath the Louisiana moon
I don't mind the strain of a hurricane
They come around every June

High black water, a devil's daughter
She's hard, she's cold and she's mean
But nobody taught her it takes a lot of water
To wash away New Orleans

Man came down from Chicago
He gonna set that levee right
He says, "It needs to be at least three feet higher
It won't make it through the night"

But the old man down in the Quarter
He said don't you listen to that boy
The water be down by the morning
And he'll be back to Illinois

I was born in the rain on the Pontchartrain
Underneath the Louisiana Moon
I don't mind the strain of a hurricane
They come around every June

High black water, a devil's daughter
She's hard, she's cold and she's mean
But nobody taught her it takes a lot of water
To wash away New Orleans

Thirty miles on the Gulf Stream
I hear the South wind moan
Bridges getting lower
Shrimp boats coming home


The old man down in the Quarter
Slowly turns his head
Takes a drink from his whiskey bottle
And this is what he said

I was born in the rain on the Pontchartrain
Underneath the Louisiana Moon
I don't mind the strain of a hurricane
They come around every June

High black water, a devil's daughter
She's hard, she's cold and she's mean
But nobody taught her it takes a lot of water
To wash away New Orleans

I was born in the rain on the Pontchartrain
Underneath the Louisiana Moon
I don't mind the strain of a hurricane
They come around every June

High black water, a devil's daughter
She's hard, she's cold and she's mean
But nobody taught her it takes a lot of water
To wash away New Orleans
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1.) Name the song after the type of Natural Disaster you think it is talking about?
2.) Which word tells you the wind is blowing in the opening verse?
3.) How does the description in the first verse show the reader a Natural Disaster might occur? Use 2 pieces of evidence to help you explain.
4.) How can you tell that hurricanes are not uncommon in Louisana?
5.) Who might the devils daughter be? Use evidence from the text to explain.
6.) What do you believe is the job of the man from Chicago?
7.) What impression of the man from Chicago do you get in the 5th verse?
8.) How can you tell the floods could get worse in the 5th verse? Use evidence to explain.
9.) Order these events from 1-3, in the order they occur:

They are told the flood level will rise

Everyone heads home

Hurricane hits


10.) What does the 6th verse suggest about the old man? Why do you think people might listen to his beliefs? Use evidence to back up your point of view.
11.) What does the singer believe about New Orleans, circle one:
The people and city of New Orleans are strong and won’t be beaten by the hurricane.
The people of New Orleans won’t moan about the hurricane.
The hurricane will not be powerful enough to wash away New Orleans.
New Orleans is a big place and it will take a lot of water to get rid of it.


